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confirmed \\ii\i royal honours in Agra Fort. Aurangf-
ziVs elder Vrcthers, Dara and Shuja, were still at
large, Many different factions had fought for or
against the different competitors to the throne, and
the Kajput princes had been divided. Many versions
of the excitinsr events of the war and of the motives
which actuated the chief belligerents were current
all over the country. Shah Jahan had been on the
whole a popular monarch, and the unusual circum-
stance of a son succeeding to the throne while his
father was living and his two elder brothers, though
defeated, yet commanded a certain amount of
popular favour, seized hold of the French philoso-
pher's mind and produced from his pen a graphic
though imaginative description of the struggle.
Bernier started on his way to the capital (Delhi)
from Surat, and got as far as Ahmedabad. That city
was In a state of turmoil. The vanquished prince
Dara was within a cOa^s journey and Ahmedabad
had shut its gates against him for fear of Aurangzib.
"^The prince was in "great straits. On the one hand,
the governors and officials" gave him no counten-
ance, as representing a lost cause. On the other, the
country was infested by freebooters of the Koli
tribe, an aboriginal forest race inhabiting the out-
skirts of Gujarat. They hung round his camp, bent
**a pillage and murder. To crown his misfortunes,
one of the ladies of tfe^ prince's household fell HL
By a strange chance Bernier encountered the camp
as he was going up north, The prince wanted a
physician, and offered him the protection of his